I3O          FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE
nursing, Florence wrote : ** This year I go out of
office."   She felt in 1872 that she had done her
life's work as a power behind the throne, urging
the   Government   departments   to   adopt   en-
lightened   views,   agitating   for   reforms   which
seemed to her obvious but which clashed with
prejudices and were often expensive to introduce.
But although her influence in political circles
had dwindled, her work did not cease.    She
continued to press for further improvements in
the hospital system^ but she considered that the
last of her great campaigns had been fought and
that   she   would   never   again   undertake  vast
projects of reforms.   Benjamin Jowett, who had
become one of her closest friends and advisers,
suggested that she should take up literary wa&y
and she contributed a few essays to periodicals,
principally on religion and social questions.   Then
she embarked upon a book composed of transla-
tions from the mystics of the Middle Ages, a
piece of work, however, which was never finished.
She had written much, but most of her writing
had been in the form of official minutes, and she
found the completion of the translations more
difficult than she had anticipated,    While at
work on the book, she sustained two severe blows*
Her father died in January 1874, at the age of
eighty-four, and shortly afterwards the news of
Mrs. Bracebridge's death reached Florence,   She
had been rebellious against the trammels of tear
fanafly is* youth, and in later years the extent of
bar work had allowed Florence little time to give